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Shaping the Future 
nurses and midwives navigating 

new frontiers 
 

7th Commonwealth Nurses and Midwives 

Conference 
Thursday 24 and Friday 25 September 2026 

New Delhi, India 
 

The 7th Commonwealth Nurses and Midwives 

Conference is being held in partnership with the 

Trained Nurses Association of India. The 

Conference will be held on Thursday 24 and Friday 

25 September 2026 at the Manekshaw Centre, 

New Delhi, India. 
 

Submit your abstract for the 7th Commonwealth 

Nurses and Midwives Conference by 31 MARCH 

2026. Further details and the abstract submission 

template are available at: 

https://www.commonwealthnurses.org/conferenc

e2026. 

 

27th CNMF BIENNIAL MEETING OF 
MEMBERS 

 

Wednesday 23 September 2026 
 

The CNMF is pleased to announce that the 27th 

CNMF Biennial Meeting of Members will be held on 

Wednesday 23 September 2026 in New Delhi 

India. 
 

The Trained Nurses Association of India (TNAI) is 

hosting the 27th CNMF Biennial Meeting of Members 

at the TNAI Greater Noida Campus. All CNMF 

members and friends are welcome to attend. 

Attendance is free. Further information, including 

registration details, will be provided over the 

coming months on the CNMF website and through 

the CNMF e-News. 

 Call for Abstracts 
Closing date 16 January 2026 

 

  
 

Nurses and Midwives 
… working together toward excellence in 
education, practice, and regulation … 
 

The Commonwealth Nurses and Midwives 

Federation (CNMF) is excited to announce the 

Inaugural CNMF West Africa Region Conference 

to be hosted by the National Association of 

Nigeria Nurses and Midwives (NANNM) at the 

Nicon Luxury Hotel, Abuja Nigeria on 21, 22 

and 23rd April 2026. 
 

The title of the conference is ‘Toward 

excellence – nurses and midwives working 

together toward excellence in education, 

practice, and regulation’. 
 

For more information go to: 

https://www.commonwealthnurses.org  
 

___________________________ 

 

Contribute to 

PALLIATIVE CARE RESEARCH 

University of Edinburgh 
 

Research is being undertaken at the University 

of Edinburgh to explore the views and learning 

needs of health workers in low to middle 

income country humanitarian settings in 

relation to the provision of palliative care. 
 

All health workers, including those with no 

prior experience in palliative care are being 

invited to complete the 15-20 minute online 

survey. The survey, and further information, is 

available from: 
 

https://app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/edinbur

gh/palliative-care-education-in-lmic-

humanitarian-contexts 
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The RCN Foundation have published a wonderful 

new resource titled Myth-busting: the role of the 

Learning Disability Nurse. The resource was 

produced following research conducted by Martin 

Bollard, Professor of Nursing and Innovation in the 

Faculty of Health and Life Sciences at the 

University of Wolverhampton. 

 

Myth-busting details the role of the Learning 

Disability Nurse in a beautifully produced, 16-

page colourful easy-to-read booklet. Interesting 

reading for every nurse and midwife, and a model 

for other areas of specialisation. You can 

download from the home page of: 

https://www.commonwealthnurses.org 

_______________ 
 

WHO RELEASES NEW HAND HYGIENE 
GUIDELINES 

 

WHO has released new guidelines on hand 

hygiene with a focus on hand hygiene in non-

health care settings such as  homes, schools and 

public spaces. Essential reading for nurses and 

midwives. 
 

 
 

Download the guidelines from: 

https://www.who.int/news/item/15-10-2025-

new-guidelines-on-community-hand-hygiene-to-

help-governments-reduce-the-spread-of-

infectious-diseases. 

 INAUGURAL 

WORLD CERVICAL CANCER 
ELIMINATION DAY 

17 November 2025 
 

The World Health Assembly approved 17 

November as World Cervical Cancer 

Elimination Day – an important milestone in 

global efforts to end a preventable cancer. The 

annual commemoration highlights a critical 

opportunity. Cervical cancer is the fourth most 

common cancer in women which claims over 

350,000 lives each year, and yet it is a disease 

that we have the tools to eliminate. 

 

The World Health Organisation’s (WHO) global 

elimination strategy aims to: vaccinate 90% of 

girls against human papillomavirus (HPV); 

screen 70% of women; and treat 90% of those 

with pre-cancer and invasive cancer. Countries 

have agreed to strengthen advocacy, 

accelerate service delivery, and mobilise 

resources to ensure every woman and girl has 

access to lifesaving care. 

https://www.who.int/news/item/17-11-2025-

world-marks-cervical-cancer-elimination-day-

as-countries-accelerate-action   

_______________ 
 

INCREASE IN GLOBAL DEATHS 

FROM CHOLERA 

 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has 

released its global cholera statistics for 2024, 

showing an increase in both the number of 

people who fell sick, and who died from the 

disease. Reported cholera cases rose by 5% 

and deaths by 50% in 2024 compared to 2023, 

with more than 6,000 people dying from a 

disease that is both preventable and treatable. 

The case fatality ratio for Africa increased from 

1.4% in 2023 to 1.9% in 2024, revealing 

critical gaps in the delivery of life-saving care. 
 

Further information is available from: 

https://www.who.int/news/item/12-09-2025-

cholera-kills-more-people-for-second-

consecutive-year-while-prevention-and-

treatment-available 
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