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In the 1870s, 
Florence Nightingale 
cited it would take 150 years 
for the world to see the kind 
of nursing she envisioned.
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1870
+150
2020!
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A potent milestone for now 
& beyond, into our future!
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While we remember her Bicentenary…
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between then & now 
we can also celebrate all those

who have followed in her footsteps, 
across the Commonwealth.



in Canada 
— 1897

Lady Ishbel Aberdeen founded
the Victorian Order of Nurses (VON)
much in keeping with Nightingale’s 
clear vision for ‘District Nursing.’ 
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Australian nurses valiantly served 
throughout the First World War.

from 
Australia 
1914-1920

“I suppose I should not grumble.”
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From Barbados — 1916 - 1995 

Dame Ruth Nita Barrow — a leading 
Caribbean nurse, social justice advocate 
— whose work was influential through-
out the Caribbean & internationally —
including as Governor General of 
Barbados & Convenor of the Third UN 
World Conference on Women in Nairobi.  



in Pakistan, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda & the UK since 1980s

The Aga Khan University Schools 
of Nursing & Midwifery + 7 AKU 
Hospitals & 350 Medical Centres.  
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in South Africa 
— 1996

Nurses strategically supported Nelson Mandela to overturn
apartheid, & thus they founded their powerful DENOSA. 
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from 
the UK
— 2017
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Nurses were deployed to help contain
an outbreak of diptheria among Rohingya 
refugee camps in Bangladesh.



in India, 
Nightingale 
Medals —
2018-2019

“Any nurse in a 
remote village —who 
is helping a person 
fight a serious illness —
is a nation-builder.” 

Lini Puthussery
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Red Cross Florence Nightingale 
Medalists who paid the ultimate price.

from 
Nigeria 

from 
Australia

from New Zealand

Saifura 
Hussiani 
Ahmed
Khorsa 
killed 
in 2018

Louisa Akavi
kidnapped in 2013

Kirsty 
Boden
killed
in 2017
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Since 1912 — Florence Nightingale Medals Awarded to Nurses 



1870
+150
2020! ?
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As ‘global citizen’ 
awareness expands
among all health 
professionals—students, 
educators, clinicians & 
policy makers… 
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and we —
‘global citizen’ 
nurses & midwives
— continue our 
person-centered 
interventions…
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we are also expanding the scope of our work
to involve population-centered interventions. 

Image: Pxhere.com ID 28496



Yet we live in challenging times, 
struggling with difficult roles!
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We are here 
to gain & regain 
fresh perspectives.
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The stories of 
our lives may well be 
like early buds on a tree…
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The fruits of our labours may 
well serve far beyond today…
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eventually growing vast 
orchards of health for our future!
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While we look to Universal
Health Care — for all our 
nations— and what it will 
take to deliver that Care…
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we can — and I believe we must —
look further to what it will take…



we can — and I believe we must —
look further to what it will take…

to advocate for what is required
— to achieve a healthy world.
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Caring & commitment is
a stance so deeply needed…
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for the whole human family & for the Earth itself!
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Florence 
Nightingale 
saw these needs
& addressed them!
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Countless others 
have followed her —
including all of us!
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The 21st century may well be 
remembered as the historic time…
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when each caring
commitment
‘staked the ground’
essential for 
humanity 
to survive
& thrive.
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Today’s global 
health challenges 
may not be solved 
in a day, a year  
or even a generation. 

Image: Pxhere ID 727347



But each generation
needs our courage
to share the 
experience, 
knowledge, 
wisdom &
advocacy… 
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to plant & nurture the vital seeds of 
caring, compassion & commitment… 
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for achieving a healthy 
humanity & global community!
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“We, the nurses & 
concerned citizens of 
the global community, 
hereby dedicate 
ourselves to achieve 
a healthy world….

Nightingale Declaration 
for A Healthy World
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“We declare our 
willingness to unite
in a program of action…
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…to share 
information 
& solutions, 
& to improve 
health conditions 
for all humanity —
locally, nationally 
& globally…
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“We further 
resolve to adopt 
personal practices 
& to implement 
public policies in 
our communities 
& nations… 



making this 
goal achievable 
& inevitable… 
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beginning today in our lives, 
in the life of our nations, 
& in the world at large.”
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Again, such caring & commitment 
‘stakes the ground’ & scores the goals 
required for our humanity to survive & thrive.

Image: Pxhere ID 1448915





Just as Nightingale 
envisioned—
we are, each and all, 
challenged to be 
the vangard of what
humanity can become!



Thank-you & safe 
journey home!

Deva-Marie Beck, PhD, RN

International Co-Director
Nightingale Initiative
for Global Health • NIGH

to sign the ‘Nightingale Declaration for A Healthy World’ @ NIGHvision.net.  

Please visit 
us online


