
POOR PROGRESS FOR ‘LEAST 

DEVELOPED’ COUNTRIES 
 

Every ten years since 1971, the United Nations has 

convened a special conference to consider global action 

programs to support development in ‘least developed’ 

countries (LDC) which currently number 48 countries. 

This group of countries is deemed to be the most 

disadvantaged in the development process and face the 

greatest risk of failing to overcome poverty. 

 

LDC IV Monitor recently conducted a mid-term review 

of the Istanbul Program of Action 2011-2020 (IPoA). 

The IPoA is a global policy agenda for ‘least developed’ 

countries, including targets to help them progress from 

this ranking. The target was for 24 countries to move 

out of that ranking by 2020 however with existing 

support mechanisms only 10 countries are predicted to 

change their ranking by 2020. 

 

In the ‘least developed’ country list, 34 countries are 

located in Africa; 9 in Asia; 4 are Pacific Island 

countries; and 1 is located in Latin America. Thirteen 

countries with a ‘least developed’ ranking are 

Commonwealth countries. 

 

LDC IV Monitor, established in 2011, is a consortium of 

seven development partners which includes the 

Commonwealth Secretariat, established to provide 

independent and objective monitoring of the IPoA. The 

mid-term review of the IPoA focused on four themes: 

structural transformation; export diversification; 

prospects for countries’ graduation from ‘least 

developed’ classification; and implications for achieving 

the sustainable development goals (SDGs). The report 

found that many objectives set out in the IPoA are 

unlikely to be achieved. 

 

The review report, Achieving the Istanbul Programme of 

Action by 2020: Tracking Progress, Accelerating 

Transformations, published in 2016 showed that over the 

forty years since the Least Developed Countries (LDC) 

category was created, international efforts to eliminate 

the conditions that make these countries ‘least 

developed’ have shown only meagre results. Only four 

countries have graduated from the LDC status in four 

decades (Botswana 1994, Cape Verde 2007, Maldives 

2011 and Samoa 2014). ‘Graduation’ is based on an 

analysis of specific income criteria, a human assets index, 

and an economic viability index. 

 

The report found that the LDCs face a set of 

interconnected global challenges: economic, 

technological, demographic, environmental, security and 

governance, with the potential to seriously undermine 

their prospects of achieving the SDGs, as well as the IPoA 

goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

The report can be downloaded from: 

http://ldc4monitor.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/05/Achieving-the-Istanbul-

Programme-of-Action-by-2020.pdf. 
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